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ADOPTED CODES:

2021 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE                       2021 INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE  2021 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 
2021 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE                  2021 INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE      2020 NATIONAL ELECTRIC CODE 
2021 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE  2021 INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE  2021 FUEL GAS CODE 

Submittal Requirements: 

1. BUILDING FEES ARE DUE WITH PERMIT APPLICATION
(Engineering & Planning/Zoning Review fees will be collected at time of permit issuance)

Pool WITH Standards on File = $500  Pool WITHOUT Standards on File = $600 

2. COMPLETED BUILDING PERMIT APPLICATION FORM
(Indicate if Pool Barrier is included in pool permit or will be applied for separately)
3. TWO (2) SITE PLANS AND TWO (2) COMPLETE SETS OF BUILDING PLANS

-each building set contains:
i) Vicinity map to show where the site is and how to get there.
ii) Site plan – dimensioned distances from pool to property line, utilities, building, &

barrier. Show access, easements and topography.
24” x 36” maximum size, drawn to scale with a North arrow.  1:20 scale is
preferred

iii) Construction plan –showing details for pool construction.
iv) Show plumbing & electrical runs on Site Plan & Electrical (1-line) drawings
v) Show complete pool barrier on site plan whether or not it is part of the permit.

4. Concurrently obtain DUST CONTROL permit, if applicable.
MARICOPA COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Maricopa County Environmental Services 
1001 North Central (NE corner of Central & Roosevelt) 
Phoenix, AZ  85004  Telephone: Dust Control (602) 506-6700 

TOWN of CAVE CREEK 
Building Permit Requirements 

for  
POOL, SPA, BARRIER

Homeowner’s Associations or Architectural Committees may require you to obtain their approval on additions 
and changes to your property. This is not a Town requirement. Please contact them directly with any questions. 

The Town Code requires owners of property make all building applications.  This requirement will be waived if 
we receive a letter from the owner specifying that their authorized agent can act for the applicant. 

NO grading, grubbing, stock piling dirt or site preparation before a building permit is issued. 
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TOWN OF CAVE CREEK POOL BARRIER REQUIREMENTS 
 EFFECTIVE 01/01/2012 

General: 
Every swimming pool shall be completely enclosed by a permanent fence, wall or barrier to restrict access to the 
swimming pool from public property, from adjacent private property, and directly from all dwelling units or guest 
rooms located on the same premises as the swimming pool. 
These swimming pool enclosure and barrier detail requirements apply to all new swimming pools installed on or 
after the effective date of this ordinance, and to all additions, alterations, repairs or replacements made to existing 
swimming pool enclosures. All swimming pools installed before the effective date of this ordinance shall be 
completely enclosed by January 1, 1995. 

EXCEPTIONS: 
Swimming pools built on single-family residential property on or before the effective date of this ordinance need 
not be retroactively fitted with a barrier between the dwelling and the pool provided all occupants of the dwelling 
are at least six years of age or older. All other portions of the swimming pool enclosure shall be installed and 
maintained as required herein. 
This exception does not eliminate an owner's responsibility for providing a temporary barrier or otherwise 
physically restricting visiting children's direct access from the dwelling to the swimming pool. This exception shall 
expire and the required permanent barrier shall be retroactively installed between the dwelling and the swimming 
pool whenever one or more children under six years of age become residents of the property. 
Above ground swimming pools which have non-climbable sides not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) high above the 
adjacent ground level may be located on single-family residential property without a fence or barrier between the 
pool and the dwelling provided any steps or ladder are either removable without the use of tools, or are designed to 
be secured in an inaccessible position with a lock or latch located not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the 
adjacent ground level. 
The property owner and any other person in charge of a swimming pool shall ensure that the required swimming 
pool enclosure, including all gates, doors, locks, latches and other portions of the barrier, are maintained safe and 
in good working order. No person shall alter or remove any portion of a swimming pool enclosure except to repair, 
reconstruct or replace the enclosure in compliance with this section. 

Barrier Details: 
Swimming pool barriers shall be installed as a permanent fence, a wall, a building wall or a combination thereof, 
which surround the swimming pool. The pool side of the barrier shall not be less than 20 inches (508 mm) from 
the water's edge. The top of the barrier, including all gates and doors, shall not be less than 60 inches (1524 mm) 
above the floor or underlying ground, measured on the exterior side of the enclosure. 

EXCEPTION: 
Barrier fences or walls not less than 54 inches (1372  mm) in height which existed on or before the effective 

date of this ordinance may be used for that portion of the required swimming pool enclosure which 
separates a swimming pool from dwellings located on the same premises as the pool, provided such barrier is kept 
in repair and is otherwise maintained in compliance with all other provisions of this section.  

There shall be no openings, holes or gaps in a swimming pool barrier large enough for a sphere 4 inches (102 mm) 
in diameter to pass through. Barrier fences or walls may not have handholds, footholds, or horizontal members 
accessible from the exterior side of the enclosure. Horizontal members of fences shall be spaced not less than 45 
inches (1143 mm) apart measured vertically or shall be placed on the pool side of a fence which has no opening 
greater than 1.75 inches (44 mm) measured horizontally. Wire mesh or chain link fences may have a maximum 
mesh size of 1.75 inches (44 mm) measured horizontally. 

Gates: 
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All gates in a swimming pool barrier shall be equipped to accommodate a locking device. All pedestrian access 
gates shall be self-closing and self-latching. All pedestrian access gates installed after the effective date of this 
ordinance shall open outward away from the pool. Gates other than pedestrian access gates need not be self-
closing or self-latching when they are kept secured by a padlock or similar locking device. Gate latches shall be 
located not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the underlying ground or shall otherwise be made inaccessible 
from the outside to small children. 
 

Doors:  
All doors leading from a dwelling or guest room directly into a swimming pool enclosure shall be self-closing and 
self-latching and shall be equipped with a locking device. When a simple latch is used, the release mechanism for 
the latch, or a secondary locking device, shall be located not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the floor. A 
locking latch that uses a key, electronic opener, or integral combination lock may be located at any height on the 
door. Sliding doors shall not form part of a required barrier unless their self-closing and self-latching mechanism is 
specifically approved by the building official for this purpose. 
 

Windows:  
Emergency escape or rescue windows from sleeping rooms which face within a swimming pool enclosure shall be 
equipped with a latching device located not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the floor. All other dwelling unit 
or guest room windows facing within a swimming pool enclosure shall be equipped with a screwed-in-place wire 
mesh screen, a keyed lock that prevents opening the window more than four inches, or a latching device located 
not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the floor. 
 
 
 

Safety Covers:  
A key-operated, motorized safety cover which complies with ASTM ES 13-89 may be used to meet the 
requirements of this section for a barrier between a single-family dwelling and a swimming pool accessory to that 
dwelling provided all other portions of the swimming pool enclosure are installed and maintained as required 
herein. The keyed pool cover switch shall be located not less than 54 inches (1372 mm) above the floor or adjacent 
ground level and where the entire pool can be visually inspected during cover operation. 
 

Alarms:  
All doors with direct access to the pool may be equipped with an alarm which produces an audible warning when 
the door and its screen, if present, are opened. The alarm shall sound continuously for a minimum of 30 seconds 
immediately after the door is opened and be capable of being heard throughout the house during normal household 
activities. The alarm shall automatically reset under all conditions. The alarm system shall be equipped with a 
manual means, such as touch pad or switch, to temporarily deactivate the alarm or a single opening. Such 
deactivation shall last for not more than 15 seconds. The deactivation SWITCH (ES) shall be located at least 54 
inches (1372 mm) above the threshold of the door. This alarm may be used in lieu of the door requirements listed 
above. 






